The Phadebact Monoclonal GC OMNI Test (Pharmacia Diagnostics, Piscataway, N.J.) is used for the definitive identification of Neisseria gonorrhoeae. In this test, boiled organisms are examined by using a 1-min coagglutination technique. A total of 776 Neisseria strains, confirmed to the species level by patterns of acid production from carbohydrates incorporated in cysteine-tryptose agar or identified to the species level by the cysteine-tryptose agar (CTA) technique. Pharyngeal cultures which gave a positive FA reaction and were confirmed by CTA testing were considered to be N. gonorrhoeae. Pharyngeal cultures which were FA negative on two consecutive 24-h plates and which were morphologically consistent with Neisseria meningitidis were considered to be negative for N. gonorrhoeae.
MATERIALS AND METHODS Specimen handling. All specimens were inoculated onto Thayer-Martin medium (GIBCO Diagnostics, Madison, Wis.), incubated overnight in candle extinction jars at 35 to 36°C, and delivered to the Massachusetts Department of Public Health, Center for Laboratories and Communicable Disease Control, the next day. When possible, the cultures were examined after both 24 and 48 h of incubation (5, 7) . Oxidase-positive colonies with morphological features typical of Neisseria spp. and containing gram-negative diplococci were considered to be presumptively positive for N. gonorrhoeae by the criteria of the Centers for Disease Control (5) .
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